
 
 

Thomas Trombone 
 
Thomas Trombone was born in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn and enlisted 
in the Army in 1948. He served with the 3rd Infantry Division and the 
2nd Armored Division before completing his enlistment with the 1st 
Armored Division in 1951. After his discharge, he attended City 
University of New York at night and was awarded a degree in 
Applied Science (Chemistry). He then embarked on a 38-year career 
with Colgate-Palmolive as a chemical engineer.  
 
Tom has been very active throughout his life in his community. He 

has served as an usher for St. Ephrem’s Roman Catholic Church for 60 years. He has attained 4th 
Degree with the Knights of Columbus, the world’s largest Catholic fraternal organization 
dedicated to the principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism, all attributes of Tom 
Trombone. He served as the commander of the American Legion Coffey-Wilson Post #688 and 
serves as the chaplain for Korean War Veterans Chapter 171. He is the Sergeant-at Arms for the 
40 & 8 Voiture #17 of the American Legion; a member of the United Military Veterans of Kings 
County; and has also served as a delegate to the Bay Ridge Community Council. He is also a 
Command Sgt. Maj. for the Veteran Corps of Artillery.  
 
He is the recipient of the Patriotism Award from the United Military Veterans of Kings County 
and also has been recognized for his patriotism by Congress, the NY State Senate, the Assembly 
& the NY City Council. Tom was also given the President’s Volunteer Service Award for 
continuous service from 1998 to 2016; the Department of the Army Commanders award for 
Public Service; and the US Freedom Team Salute for continuous support of the Army Family.    
 
Wondering where he has the time to volunteer? Tom Trombone always seems to find the time. 
He has represented the American Legion 40 & 8 Voiture #17 at the New York Harbor Healthcare 
system. Due to personnel shortfalls, he is the primary reason the US Army Garrison Fort 
Hamilton Harbor Defense Museum has remained open to the public. At the museum he acts as a 
docent, a tour guide teaching 4th and 5th graders about the American Revolution and more 
specifically the Battle of Brooklyn. Approximately 5 to 7  thousand New York City students of 
all ages visit the museum yearly.  
 
Tom was married to his beautiful wife Eleanor, who passed away in 2008. He and Eleanor had 
two children, a son and daughter who are both married and Tom is very proud of his three 
granddaughters, and his great grandson and great granddaughter. He has no pets.      
 
 


